The present research investigated whether 13.5-month-old infants would attribute to an actor a disposition to perform a recurring action, and would then use this information to predict which of two new objects-one that could be used to perform the action and one that could not-the actor would grasp next. During familiarization, the infants watched an actor slide various objects forward and backward on an apparatus floor. During test, the infants saw two new identical objects placed side by side: one stood inside a short frame that left little room for sliding; the other stood inside a longer frame that left ample room for sliding. The infants who saw the actor grasp the object inside the short frame looked reliably longer than those who saw the actor grasp the object inside the long frame. This and control results from a lifting condition provide evidence that by 13.5 months, infants can attribute to an actor a disposition to perform a particular action. q 2005 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
Adults are often able, in simple situations at least, to predict others' actions. Some of our predictions are based on goal information. If we know, or can infer, that a friend has a particular goal in mind, then we can use this information to predict the kinds of actions she is likely to perform next. For example, if our friend says "Let me get you a glass of water", we might expect her to get a glass and fill it with water: these actions are precisely those needed to achieve her goal. Other predictions are based on disposition information. If we know, or can infer, that a friend has a particular disposition-such as a predilection for certain objects, activities, or events-then once again we can use this information to predict her actions. For example, if we know that our friend loves pecan pie, then we might 
